IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows. 

1 . (Amended) Control circuit for control of a media heating device 
(12^ 22) of a dental handpiece (I) havin g , comprising 

a heating current circuit (20) in which there is arranged a at least one hand- 
actuatable switch (SI, S2) , which can be actuated by hand, for the activation of 
activating the heating device (12, 22). charact e riz e d b v : and, 

a at least one further^ controllable switch element (V 1 , V2) arranged in the 
heating current circuit (30), which switch element can be set in dependence upon an 
external control signal (VCC, Ve a) into a conducting condition or a non-conducting 
condition. 

2. (Currently Amended) Control circuit according to claim 1, 
charact e riz e d in that wherein 

the heating current circuit (20) is connected to an a.c. voltage source (ACQ, 
ACl) and there are provided two controllable switch elements (VI, V2) which are 
arranged anti-parallel in the heating current circuit (20). 

3. (Currently Amended) Control circuit according to claim 1 
characterized in that, comprising one or two optotriacs to deliver the external 

control signal (VCC, Ve n) is d e liv e red to the controllable switch element or e lements 
(VI, V2) via on e or two optotriacs (Ul, U2) . 
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4. (Currently Amended) Control circuit according to any of claims claim 

1 te^, 

characteriz e d in that, wherein 

the controllable switch element or switch el e ments is or are thyristors (VI, 
V3) athynstor. 

5. (Currently Amended) Control circuit according to any prec e ding claim 
claim 1, 

charact e riz e d in that, wherein 

there two hand-actuatable switches are arranged in the heating current circuit 
(20), in parallel to one another, two switches (SI, S2) which can be actuat e d by hand, 
the one said switch (S4) being provided for activation of th e activating air media 
heating and th e other another said switch (S3) being provided for activation of the 
activating water media heating of the d e ntal handpi e c e (1) . 

6. (Currently Amended) Control circuit according to any preceding claim 
claim K 

charact e riz e d in that, comprising a valve for a corresponding air or water 
medium opened 

upon £ffi actuation of the each said switch or switches (SI, S2), at th e sam e 
tim e a valv e for th e corr e sponding m e dium is op e ned . 
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7. (Currently Amended) Control circuit according to any pr e ceding claim 
claim L 

charact e riz e d in that, 

ther e is provided further comprising an illumination device (LA) for the 
dental handpiece fi^, which is activated upon m activation of the heating device fl-?^ 
22) is lik e wis e activat e d . 

8. (Currently Amended) Control circuit according to claim 7, 
charact e riz e d in that, 

aft e r th e d e activation of the h e ating device (12, 22) wherein the illumination 
device (LA) remains active for a predetermined persistence time after deactivation of 
the heating device . 

9. . (Currently Amended) Control circuit according to claim 7 or 8 , 
charact e rized in that, wherein 

the illumination device feas comprises a control block (33), which, in 
dependence upon an input signal, controls a light supply unit (34) for operating a light 
source (LA) . 

10. (Currently Amended) Control circuit according to claim 9, 
charact e riz e d in that, 

as input signal thoro wherein a voltage drop within the heating current circuit 
is delivered to the control block (23) a voltag e drop w^ithin th e h e ating curr e nt circuit 
(30) as an input signal . 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) Control circuit according to claim 1 0, 
charact e riz e d in that, wherein 

the voltage drop within the heating current circuit (20) is delivered to the 
control block (33) via an opto-coupler (^3). 

12. (Currently Amended) Control circuit according to any of claims claim 
characterized in that, wherein 

the heating current circuit (20) and the illumination device are connected to a 
common current supply source (ACQ, ACl) . 

13. (Currently Amended) Control circuit according to claim 12, 
charact e rized in that, wherein 

the current supply source (ACQ, ACl) issues an a.c. voltage, with a rectifier 
(21) b e ing connected upstream of the illumination device. 

14. (Currently Amended) Dental handpiece having a heating device for 
heating the air and/or at least one of an air supplv and a water supply, 

characterizod by comprising 

a control circuit in accordance with any preceding claim claim 1 . 

15. (Currently Amended) Dental handpiece according to claim 14, 
charact e riz e d in that, 

itris comprising a dental spray handpiece (4^. 



8 



16, (Currently Amended) Dental spray handpiece (1) having comprising a 
heating device (12, 22), which can be switched on and switched off, for the through 
flowing modium/media, 

charact e rized in that, a medium flowing therethrough, wherein 

the heating device (12, 22) can be deactivated when the or at least one of the 

m e dia medium is intended for the purpose of at least one of cleaning and/or and 

disinfecting the spray handpiece (i). 

17. (Currently Amended) Dental spray handpiece according to claim 1 6, 
charact e rized in that, wherein 

the heating device (12, 22) can be deactivated via an external signal (VCC, 
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